
NAVAL GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL.

Charge* and specifications of Charges preferred
by the Secretary of the Aavy against Thomas
jtjo Catesby Jones, a captain in the navy of the
United States, to wits

Chargefirtt..Fraud against the United States.
Specificationfirst..In this, that the said Captain Thornaa

Ap Catesby Jones, then being in command of the United
States naval forces in the Pacific ocean, on the 31st of Octo¬
ber, in the year of our Lord 1848, off Monterey, Upper Cali¬
fornia, unlawfully and fraudulently, and for hie own private
uses, speculations, and gains, did withdraw, and, by color of
bis office and command aforesaid, cause and procure to be
withdrawn from the public use, and from the custody of ooe

Edward D. Reynolds, s parser in the navy of the United
States, then and there charged with the custody thereof for
public use, . large sum of money, to wit: the sum of
#10,643 09, of the fund known aa the military contribution
fund; the mid money then and there being of the public
moneys of the United States.

Specification second..In this, that the stid Captain Tho¬
mas Ap Catesby Jones, then being in command of the Uni¬
ted States naval forces in the Pacific ocean, at San Francisco,
in California, on the 1st day of November, in the year of our

Lord 1818, and on divers days and times between the said
first day of November, and the twenty-sixth day of the ."<*

month, unlawfully and fraudulently did convert to his own

use, and by color of bis office and command aforesaid, unlaw¬
fully and fraudulently did cause and procure to be converted
to bis own use, by adventuring and causing to be adventured
the same in bis own private speculationa and adventures, and
by dealing with the same as his own private funds and
moneys, divers sums of money, amounting in the whole to

#10,648 09 { the same then and there being of the public
moneya of the United 8tates.

Specification third. In this, that the said Captain Thomas
Ap Catesby Jones, then being in command of the United
States naval forces in the Pacific ocean, off Monterey, in
California, on or about the 31st day of October, in the year
of our Lord 1848, fraudulently, and by color of his office and
command 'aforesaid, did cause and procure the sum of #10,-
643.09 of the public moneys of£e United 8tates, of a certain
fund known aa the military contribution fund, levied upon
Msxico during the war between that Republic and the United
8tatea, to be transferred from the custody of one Edward D.
Reynolds, a purser in tbe navy aforesaid, then and there
charged with the custody thereof for public use, to the cos-

tody of one Joseph Wilson, a purser in the said navy, with
intent to convert the said sum of money to hi% the said Cap¬
tain Jones's, own use t and unlawfully and fraudulently, and
by color of his office and command aforesaid, and with the
intent aforeaaid, at Monterey bay, on the 1st day of Novem¬
ber, in the year aforeaaid, did address snd deliver, and
to be delivered, to tbe mid Purser Wilson, then being under
his command aforesaid, the following order, to wit:

" Fue-sBir Ohio,
" Monterey Jim, November 1,1848.

Sia: There being an unexpended balance of aeveral thou¬
sand dollars ofthe military war contribution sum collected at
Mawtlan by the squadron during the late war with Mexico,
over and above any legitimate claim which I c«n now foresee
as likely to arise against it, and as the inhabitants of Upper
Caliloroia, and especially the miners in the gold regions, are

greatly embarrassed in their dealings and operations for want
ofa silver circulating medium, you will, on your arrival at
San Francisco, exchange so mush of the aforeaaid fund aa may
then be in your hands for uncoined gold at the current market
price, which gold you will hold subject to my further orders.
" Very respectfully, fcc , your obedient servant,

"THOS. AP C. JONES,
- Commander-in-Chief United States

" Naval forces, Pacific ocean.
..To Purier Jesira Wilson, Esq.,

" United States ship Lexington."
And by the means aforesaid, and with tbe intent aforesaid,
did cause snd procure divers qusntities of uncoined gold to be
procured by tbe said Purser Wilson, with the public moneys
aforeaaid, amounting to tbe sum aforesaid, at 8an Francisco
aforesaid, on the eleventh, fourteenth, fifteenth, seventeenth,
eighteenth, twentieth, snd twenty-first days of the said montb
of November, and on divers other days and times in the said
month ; and fraudulently, and by color of his office, did cause
and procure the said uncoined gold to be delivered by the mid
Purser Wilson to him, tbe mid Captain Jones, on board the
united States ship Ohio, in Ssn Francisco bay, on or about
the 35th day of the said month of November; and did then
and there take and receive the same for his own use and pri-
vate traffic and gain» and did then and there fraudulently and
deoeitfully give to the said Purser Wilson a receipt, in writing,
and signed by him, the mid Captain Jones, as follows :
" rc*e'Ted ofJoseph Wilson, purser United States

storestup Lexington, the sum of ten thousand six hundred and
forty-three dollars and nine cents, ($10,643 09,) in full ofall
demands, on account of the mme amount for which he gave
triplicate receipts on the 31st ultimo to Edward D. Reynolds,
P*j"ser United States ship Warren, acting aa special agent for
military contributions, for which amount he wai responsible
to me.
" United States ship Ohio, San Francisco bay, Nov. 85, 1848.

"THOS. AP. C. JONES."
Whereas, in truth and in fact, tbe mid Captain Thomas Ap
Catesby Jones did not then and there, or st any time, receive
the moneys aforeaaid, or any part thereof, from tbe mid Pur-
ser Wilson, but, in lieu thereof, received the uncoined gold
aforesaid, the same being of much greater value than the sum
aforessid, to and for hiatheaaid Captain Jones's own use, and
for hts own pnvale traffic, speculation, and gain, thereby, and
by meana of tbe premises, fraudulently and unlawfully con¬

verting the public moneya of the Uni ed States to hisown urn,
and committing a fraud against the said United 8tates.

Specificationfourth. In this, that the raid Captain Jones,
having, in the manner and under tbe circumstances aet forth
and charged in the last preceding specification, purchased and
caused1 to be purchased tbe uncoined gold therein menUoned,
with the public moneys of the United 8tstes therein men¬
tioned, upon the pretexts set forth in his written order to
Purser Wileen therein recited, and having received the mid
gold on board the mid ship Ohio, a public vessel of the navy
of the United 8cates, afterwards on the 86th day of Novem-
ber, in the year 1848, at the bay of 8an Francisco, fraudu¬
lently converted to his own use two hundred and seventy-five
and one-quarter ounces of ths said uncoined gold, parcel of
the same gold which bad been purchased with the public
moneys of the United 8tates, aa aforesaid, by shipping the
mme upon his own private account and for his own private
uses, speculations, and gains, to New York, on board the
Unifcd States storeship Lexington, consigning the mme to
the same Purser Wilson, for account of him, tbe mid Capt.
Jones; and by causing and procuring tbe mid two hundred
and mventy-five and one-quarter ounces of gold to be disposed
of, aa they afterwards in fact were, for the private use and
benefit of him tbe mid Captain Jones.

Specification fifth. In this, that the mid Captain Jones,
having, in tbe manner and under the circumstances set forth
and charged m the third specification of this charge, cauaed
and proaired ihe sum of #10,648.09 of the public moneys
of the United States, known as the military contribution
fund, to be invested in uncoined gold, and having rrceived
the mid uncoined gold, to wit, 983* ounces of grain g .ld, on
board tbe said ship Ohio, on the 85th day of November, in
the year 1848, at 8an Francisco bay, afterwards, on the dsy
and year last aforesaid, at San Francisco bay aforesaid, and
on diveis other days and times, and at divers other places,
which last mentioned days, times, and places are unknown
to tbe MKl Secretary of the Navy, fraudulently did convert
Ibe mid gild te his 6wn urn, and fraudulently did mil and
dispoee of, and cause to be sold and disposed of, the mid gold,
in divers quantities and narcels thereof, tbe particulars of
which severs! 4«*ntitieo and parcels are unknown to the said
Sectary, and did thereby make great gains and profits,
which he, Ibe said Csptain Thomaa Ap Cateaby Jones, frau¬
dulently convened to hia own use.
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Specification..-fa this, that the mid Captain Thomas Ap
Catesby Jones, then being m command of the United States
naval forces in the Pacific ocean, did, on the fifth day of No-
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bim by virtue of his command aforesaid, by eausint ibe snm
of $10,643.109 of the public moneys of the United Stales to
bs transferred from the charge and custody of one Edward D

? PDr*r io of the United States, who
then held the same for the use and benefit of tbe said United
States, and who was then under tbe command aforesaid of
the mid Captain Jonm, to one Joseph Wibon, a purser in the
aaid navy, and likewise under the mid commend, with tbe
intent that the said sum should he more conveniently subject
to tbe orders of him, the said Captain Jones, for bis own pri-
vate uses, adveniurea, and gains, and thereafter, in pursu¬
ance of said intent, did, on the lat day of November, in the
year aforesaid, at Monterey boj, order and direct the aaid
Purser Wilson to exchange the moneys aforesaid for uncoined
gold, at 8an Francisco, in California, at tbe currant msrket
price, and to bold tbe mid gold subject to bis, tbe raid Cspt.

Jones's, farther order* 5 and the Mid Purser WiUon having
thereafter, to wit, between the last mentioned day aod the
36th day of the aeid month of November, extcuted the mid
order, the aeid Captain Jones did, on the aeid last aaenlioaed
day, 00 board the United States ship Ohio, in San Francisco
Bay, take end receive the uncoined gold for which the said
public moneys had been exchanged, as aforesaid, end did re¬

ceipt for the eame to the aaid Purser Wileon, as the said sum
of $10,643.09, whereas the seme was of much greater value,
and did receive, to and for his own use, traffic, adventure,
and gain, the aeid uncoined gold, and did thereafter diapoaeof
the aame for his own lucre and gain 1 thereby, end by the or-.
ders and acta aforeaaid, scandalously violating and abusing a

public trust, prostituting hie office and command to the pur¬
poses of privste traffic aod gain, giving an evil example to

disbursing officers and others under his commsnd, and being
guilty of acandaloua conduct lending to the destruction of good
morals.

Specification second. In this, that the said Captain Jones,
then being in command as aforeaaid, on board the flag-ship
Ohio, Monterey bay, on the 35th day of October, in the year
1848, in an official despatch, numbered thirty-four, to the
Secretary of the Navy, falsely, scandalously, and maliciously
did write, and cause to be written, end falsely, scandaloualy,
and maliciously did report and trsnsmit to the said Secretary,
of and concerning Lieutenant Joseph P. Green, Lieutenant
John B. Marcband, and Lieutenant T. Augustus M. Craven,
lieutenants in the seme navy, the following false, scandalous,
and malicious libel.that ia to say :

11 Nothing, air," (meaning the aaid 8eeretary} *«ean exoeed
the deplorable state of things in all Upper California at this
time, growing out of th« maddening effects of the gold
mania. I am sorry to say that even in this squsdroo some of
the officers are a little tainted, and have manifested rest¬
lessness under moderate res'rictions, imperiously demand¬
ed by the exigencies of the times, as you will perceive by
the enclosed paper addressed to three oi the lieutenants".
(meaning the three lieutenants above named ;) thereby falae-
ly, scandalously, «nd maliciously imputing to the said three
lieutenants a base and sordid disregard of their doty and cha¬
racter as officers of the said navy, and a restlessness under
moderate and necessary restrictions springing from their being
tainted with the "gold mania."

Specification third. In this, that the aaid Captain Jones,
then being in command, as aforesaid, on the Pacific station,
on the 14th dsy of September, in the year 1849, was guilty
of wilful and deliberate falsehood, in writing and transmitting
to the Secretary of the Navy, in a certain despatch, number¬
ed 67, the following language, vix:
" With regard to the balance of the military contribution

fund, which remained in my hands at the date of my last re¬

turns, it has been turned over to Purser R. M. Price, whose
receipts, with my account current, will be duly forwarded to
the Fourth Auditor of the Treasury."
Whereas the said balance hsd not in fact been turned over to
tbe aaid Purser Price, and the aaid Captain Jones well knew
it bad not been.

Charge fourth. Neglect of duty.
Specificationfirst..In this, that tbe said Captain Jones,

then being in commsnd of tbe United 8tates nsval forces in
the Pacific ocean, 00 the aaid atation, on the 34th day of
November, in the year 1848, and for a long time prior to
said dsy,-and, during the said command, neglected to have
the public moneys of the United 8tatea, of the fund knowoas
the military contribution fund, kept and regularly disbursed
by the pursers of the navy under his command for tbe public
use, and neglected to require regular and proper accounts of
such moneys to be kept and returned by auch disbursing offi¬
cers, and took the seid moneys under hie own personal con¬

trol, and so managed and disposed the same during the time
aforesaid, and duiing the whole period of his said command,
aa to expose the public interesta to loea and injury, and the
said fund to depredation and embexzlement.

Specification second..In this, that the aaid Captain Jonea,
then being in command aa aforesaid, and having received a

certain official letter of the Secretary of tbe Navy, addressed
to him, and dated the 1st day of March, 1849, containing tbe
following language, to wit:
" It ia very desirable that the accounts of military contri¬

butions collected from the enemy shsll be settled without de-
Isy, and the balance unexpended in prosecuting the war with
Mexico, and its necessary incidents, should be psid into the
Treasury of the United States, so that disbursements may be
made exclusively of sppropriated money. You will be pleased
to take the necessary measures to effect this object".
did neglect to take the neceasary measures to effect the said
object. This, on tbe said Pacific station, on the fifth of
June, in the year aforesaid, and thenceforth during the con¬
tinuance of the aaid Captain Jonea in the said command.

Specification third..In this, that the said Captain Jones,
being in command as aforesaid, on the lat day of April, in
the year of our Lord 1819, on board his flag-ship, (he Ohio,
in the bay of 8an Franciaco, having received a certain official
letter of tbe Secretary of the Navy, addressed to him, under
date of 30th January, 1849, containing, among other things,
the following Isnguage:
" The Department is anxious to have a full account of mil¬

itary contributions collected, and of their disposition ".
then end thenceforth, during the continuance of hia aaid com¬

mand, neglected to furnish tbe said Department with such
full account as aforeaaid.

Specificationfourth. In this, that the aeid Capt. Jones,
then being in command as aforeaaid, on tbe 1st dsy of Au-
gust, In the year 1848, on the Pacific atation aforesaid, in ap¬
proving a certain report, account, and statement made to him
in hia command aforesaid, by one Hugh W. Greene, a pur-
eer in the navy aforeaaid, who had been theretofore, as such
purser, charged with the duty of collecting the military con¬
tribution fund at Maxatlan, in California, negligently end
without authority approved a charge against the United 8tates,
msde by the said Greene in ssid statement and account, of a

large sum of money, to wit, tbe sum of $13,718 43, for com¬
missions aa compensation for the discbarge of his duties afore¬
said, and negligently suffered the said Greene to retain tbe
said sum upon the pretext aforeaaid.

Charge fifth. Oppreaaion.
Specification first. In this, that the said Capt. Thomas

Ap Catesby Jones, then being in command of the United
8tates naval forces in the Pacific ocean, having, at Sansalito,
California, on board his flag-ship, tbe Savannah, on or about
tbe 39th day of October, in the year 1849, had tranamitted to
him, and having received for review, tbe proceedinga of a cer¬
tain court-martial theretofore convened on board the United
States sloop-of-war Wanen, at anchor in tbe bey of San
Franciaco, Upper California, by his order, in the caae of Lieut.
Fabiua Stanly, of said navy, upon certain charges affecting
tbe character of tbe said Lieut. 8tanly as an officer, and im¬
puting falsehood to tbe said Lieut. Stanly; that is to ssy.
fiist, disobedience of orders; second, conduct unbecoming an
officer aod a gentleman.
And baring before bim the finding of the said court, to tbe

effect that tbe said Lieut Stanly waa technically convicted of
disobedience of orders, but that 00 punishment should be ad¬
judged againat him, and that tbe eaid Lieut. 8tanly waa not

guilty of the aeid charge of conduct unbecoming an officer and
a gentlemen, and the opinion of the seid court, accompany¬
ing the Mid finding, in tbe following language :

.. The soort, therefore, feels itself bound by its own sense
ofjustice and propriety to express, in the most unqualified
manner, Ita decided conviction that the aecissed did net in¬
tend to practice the slightest deception whatever, either to¬
wards Lieut. Pickering, Commander Johnson, or any bodyelse ; and that his character tor veracity stands wholly unim¬
paired."
He, tbe said Captain Jonea, having dissolved the said court
00 the 31st dsy of October, in the year aforesaid, thereafter
oppressively and maliciously did suppress and withhold from
promulgation the eaid finding and opinion of said court for
the space of nearly two months, thereby oppressively snd
maliciously depriving the said Lieutenant Stanly of the bene¬
fit of the said finding and opinion, and keeping him under the
odium and disgrace of chargea affecting not only his character
a« an officer, but hia honor as a gentleman » and oppreesively
aod maliciously pending tbe Mid secrecy, offered the seid
Lieutensnt 8tanly from the aaid Pacific atation, thereby con¬
firming the injurious effect produced by the suppression of the
ssid finding as aforesaid.

Specification second. In this, that the said Captain Jones,
then being in command u aforeaaid, and having on or about
the 18th day of August, in the year 1849, at Sea Francisco,
California, received from tbe Secretary of the Navy a leave
of absence for tbe ssid Lieutenant 8tanly, oppressively and
maliciously withheld aod suppressed tbe same, from the aaid
day until the 18th day of December following, and until he
had ordered tbe said Lieutenant 8tanly to Panama, whither
he aent the said 8tanly, directing the said leave to be deliver¬
ed to him there, without any sufficient reason of public duty,
and aolely for tbe gratification of bis spite and malice against
tbe Mid Lieutensnt 8tanly.

Specification third. In this that tbe aaid Captain Jones,
then being in command as aforesaid 00 the coast of California,
in the bey of Ssn Francisco, snd in other waters on tbe aaid
coast.the mom being the waters of the United Stales on
the 8th day of August, in the yMr 1848, on the 13th day of
March, 1849, and on the 5th day of October, 1849, and 00
divers other days and times subsequent to the day first above-
mentioned, during bismid command, oppressively, and without
warrant or authority of law, convened, and ordered to be con¬

vened, divers naval general courts-martial, fat tbe trial of
divers offences elleged to have been committed by divers of
Soars and seamen of the navy of the United States, aod op¬
pressively, and without wsrrsnt or authority of law, ordered
and caused the sentences of mid courts to be executed, and,
by color of aaid usurped powers and unlawful proceedings,
inflicted divers cruel punishments upon such officers end sea¬
men 1 and particularly on the 23d day of the Mid month of,
October, 1849, in tbe hay of 8an Francisco, in the waters of
tbe United States inflicted, and cauM to be infltaed, the
punishment of death upon two men, named John Black and
.ter Black, and who were of the crew of tbe United States

schooner Ewing.tbe aaid punishment of death having been
adjudged and sentenced againat the Mid two men by a court-
martial ordered and convened as aforeMid, hot not havingbeen confirmed by the President of the United States.

WILL. A. GRAHAM,
v Snrrrtsry of the Navy.Navr DxraaTHtiiT, Not. 1, lg50.

Commodore Jones*9 Plea to theforegoing Charges.
M». PlIIIMIT ABB GlBTUMM OF TBI CoUBT 1 I

deairo that my pie. of the general u«ue be entered to the lit,
H ®d, and 4th charge*, and the aevtral specifications there¬
of, and Blao to the 6th charge, and the lat Mid Sd specific*-
tiona thereof, by protestation, however.reserving all just ex-

ceptiona to the sufficiency of the facU therein apecified, or
that may be given in evidence under then, to affect me with
any crime or offence within the purview of the naval ar¬
ticles of war, or otherwise cognizable by thia court, and full
liberty to jaaufy the innocence, both in act and intent, of all
auch actinga and doings aa are imputed to me in aaid specifi¬
cations, or as may be given in evidence under them.
Aa to the 3d xpecificatum to the 5th charge, I desire to be

excused and dispensed from any other plea or anawer but
such aa conaiata of the following exceptions to the same, to
wit:

I except against the validity of the 3d specification to the
5th charge, and against the sufficiency of the mattera and
things therein charged and specified to constitute any crime
or offence within the purview of the naval articles of war, or
otherwun cognizable by this court

1 at. Because all the act* and thinga therein charged and
tpccxficd were in exact accordance with law and with my

id. Because they were acta and things of imperious ne¬

cessity, and indispensable to the preservation of the squad¬
ron under my command.

3d. Because they were in pursuance and in faithful txe-
ution of the orders and inttruetions of the Government.

ith. Because if / erred in my construction of the law,
and convened courts-martialana executed their sentences as

specified, stillmy acts in the premises, as alleged and speci¬
fied, constitute no crime or offence within the purview of
the naval articles of war, or otherwise cognizable by this
tfturt; but were offences against thegenerul law of the land,
and exclusively cognizable by the ordinary courts of crimi¬
naljudicature.

In support of which aeveral grounds of this exception, I
submit the following reasons, reserving the right, and pray-
inc to be allowed, if need be, to maintain them further by
argument and authority, if the court ahall entertain doubt that
the said third specification to the aaid third charge should be
aet aaide, quaahed, and dismissed, aa nail and void :

1st. That I had authority of law.. The 86th article of
the Naval Articlea of War empowers " the commander of a

squadron, while acting out of the United States, (I cite the
exact worda of the law,) to convene courts-martial."
The 41st article empowers him to confirm and execute a

sentence of death, or any other, " if the trial takes place out
of the United States." Tbeee, also, are the worda of the law.
By the same articles the convening of courts and the exe¬

cution of sentences are not permitted to commandera of squa¬
drons within the United States.
The question, therefore, is, was the Pacific squadron under

my command on the coast of California within or without
the United 8tataa, within the meaning of the Naval Ar¬
ticles st the time of tbeee tranaactions.that is to say, after
the treaty of peace with Mexico, and before the lawa and ju¬
dicial system of the United States had been extended over the
acquired territory >

The words or "out of the United 8tates," in the language
or a law like the Naval Articles of War, which conatruct and
establish a judicial system and machinery, create courts, and
confer their juriadiction, and apply theee terms to define the
jurisdiction, must be construed, by the sternest and most im¬
perative rules of legal construction, as meaning the extent to
which its lawa reach, and have a present and actual effect
and operation.

This is alike the language of the law Uy terms strictly con¬

vertible, and ita most obvious and necessary policy. These na¬
val courts are created and givenjuriadiction without the United
8tates, because there is there no other judicial system, and
they have the power to try capital cases and adjudge the sen¬
tence of death. The commander ia empowered to inatitute
those courts, because there ia no higher officer in wham thia
high but neceasary power can be invested. Within the Uni¬
ted States access can be had to the President for the institution
of the court and for the revision of itsjudgments { and within
the United States thote capital Crimea which witheut are cog¬
nizable by courta-martial are withheld from their jurisdiction,
and reserved for the ordinary courts of civil judicature.thus
retaining the military law in proper subjection to the civil
wherever the latter prevails, and is provided with the neces-

aary meana for its own administration.
By the treaty of peace we acquired the Territory of Cali¬

fornia, but we were not at the time of theae transactions in
the actual exercise of our legal dominion over it: we bad not
extended our laws over it, or established any judicial system;
we had not repealed the lawa existing then, or annulled the
established system for the administration and execution of the
old laws. All the laws in existence at the time of the trans¬
fer continued till repealed by the new aovereign < and every
court ia forced to thia conclusion, or to sanction by a judicial
recognition what no court of law of any civilised country ever
did sanction.a state of anarchy to which no law or ayatem
of laws appliea.

It appears quite unneceassry under thia bead to preas the
argument, or to do more than state the general principle. But
I am adviaed by counsel that the principle here atated is es¬
tablished (which, indeed, was not encompassed with any well-*
founded doubU before) by the 8upreme Court of the United
8tates at its last session, in the decision of Page vs. Flem-
ming, whith ia grounded on the doctrine that ports held by
the United 8tates were not within its juriadiction and the ope
ration of its revenue laws till the same were duly extended
over them by express provisions.And I pm further advised that the argument under this bead
is not material, because if this ground of exception to the
charge were untenable, instead of being, aa it is, surrounded
with impregnable defences of law, reaaon, and authority, still
the other exceptions are suflicient and incontrovertible.

2d. That they were acts of necesssity, essential to the pre¬
servation of the squadron. If ever a naval force of our

country was in a situation which presented extraordinary in¬
ducements to the infraction of the necessary and wholesome
laws which preserve snd enforce naval discipline.if ever a

commander, entrusted with a difficult and hazardous service,
required all the atrength and support which the law can give
him, and by which only he can be fortified, and austained,
and upheld in the discharge of bis duty to his country, it
was the Pacific aquadron and its commander, during the war
and following the peace with Mexico. In an age of unpre¬
cedented commercial activity and enterprise, and when, by
the joint operation of commerce and free government, the
energies of men hsd been stimulated to extraordinary force
in the pursuit of all those objects which contribute to the hap-
piness, and comfort, and convenience of life, and first among
these to the pursuit of wealth ; in snch an age the discovery
of the gold mines of California added so great and sudden an
increaae to these objects, so powerful an incentive to these
energies, effected so va* a change in the business of the com¬
mercial world aa must form an important epoch in the history
of a nation already filled with wonders. The California squa¬
dron waa on the very verge, almost within the vortex, of this
excitement. Every man saw before him not only the near,
but the immediate and certain opportunity of wealth. Could
the country retain its sailors for its hard-earned and scanty
psy, vfben all the gold mines were before their eyes and within
reach of their hands > Was the law then strong enough to
control all the powerful motives which actuate human nature?
And was it so strong that its superfluous rigors could be then
relaxed, and the experiment then made how far men mav be
governed by persuasion and without force, and the criminal

stripped of its penalties and power ? I am sure I need
offer no argument, and hardly a suggestion, on this head to
any reasonable man to enforce the necessity, the absolute and
overwhelming necessity, of spplying promptly and efficiently
every legal power with which 1 was entrusted to check deser¬
tions and eopprets mutinies in the Pacific squadron. The
desertion and mutiny of the Swing's men (attended aa it
was with murder) waa not the first which had occurred to
lesve the necessity of example and of the government of law
to be a queetion of Mason and speculation, but other instances
hsd occurred to enforce the argument with all the atrength
that a terrible experience could give it.

I will relate tbe circumstances attending the fate of the
launch of the Warren, wbieh, in tbe leading fads of the
mutiny, the murder and the desertion closely resembled tbe
history of tbe Ewing's boat, only remarking here, in regard
to the latter, and by way of a pasaing explanation, that it ia
the trial and execution of two of the mutineers of tbe Ew-
ing a boat, which forms the only material part of thia specifi¬
cation to the third charge, to which thia exception ia directed.

During the operation, of the war with Mexico, the Uniied
States stoop «-war Warren was for a while stationed in the
bay of San Francisco. The senior officer present (Com¬
mander Montgomery, of the Portatnouth) dispatched lbs
Warren', launch in charge ,4 his eon, the sailuig ma*er cf
that .h-p. *ocomp«1|ed by another of Captain Montgomery's
sons, derk to hi. father, in charge of a conaiderable amount

HTf!!?'"Tm7£? t">T nwtfcborhood of "Sut-of
tor*. Fort, 30 mile, up the "Sacramento." From the daythe launch left the Warren at anchor near the aeene where
tk* Ewing . boat s crew mutinied, no tidings transpired of her
fate, or the fate of her officers and crew, until some time in
he early part of 1848, when aome articles known to have
been in the possession of the officers cf the launch were seen

J rr*? !" MW,y gold mines.

C°i hw,*""«bmer^d in tbe water, oTcouldbeve dnft*! oo ahero. Among the* a box chronometer waa
identified. Thewoay,^ >he obtained them from a sailor.
Upon tbe dtrooeery of tb» firs, gfmsmer of light a. to the fate
of tboro unfortunate jroong offi^ for whom the most anx-

SETJSTSZ! ** brotfw the aquadron,Che most judicious meaoswero immediately employed and put
°^SZ Up,ha accidentally dis-

ceeeeed, and to apprehend and bring to punishment the
cnmmrt, if tbe auap«,on. then entertained should be realized,
but without other result than to satisfy the late Col. R.
B. Mason, myself, and I believe all in California at the time
the c»Tcon>stances occurred, that the launch's crow bad muti-
timed and murdered those officers. The sailor, of the Ps«-
fic aquadron, I am sure, were of that belief, as I learned from

¦ faithful cockswain, who had an opportunity to know their
opinions.
The mutineers of the Ewiog'a boat knew all theee facta

relating to the Wuren'a launch. I give the narrative of it
aa taken from the recorded evidence of the trial. They at¬
tempted the aame crime near the aame scene, and with a like
hope aod opportunity of impunity. They threw their officer,
Paaaed Midshipman Gibson.the only officer in the boat with
them.into the aea in the night, incumbered with hie heavy
watch-soel, to buffet against the strong currents of that coast,
and with no apparent probability of eacape; bu', to make
aure of their victim, be waa thrust under water by the two
men named Black, whilst othera of the boat's crew vocife¬
rated, "Kill! kill!" or " Drown, drown the damned rascal!"
or the like words; and, under the impression that the deed
was djne, rowed away with the boat to an unfrequented part
of the eastern shore of the bay of San Francisco, where they
landed at an early hour next morning, and from thence, by
unfrequented routea through the mountains, bent their course
to the Upper Sacramento, until, forced by hunger to aeek
food, they went into the embryo town called "New York of
the Pacific, near one of the mouths of the Han Joaquin,
where Lieutenant McArthur, commander of the Ewing, had
preceded them, and succeeded in arreating the whole gang.
The cries and struggles ofPasaed Midahipman Gibeon were

fortunately beard by aome passer by, who went to his relief,
but not until life waa apparently extinct The body when
recovered waa in a state of entire ineenaibility, and the attend¬
ing phyaician aaw no hope of the life, which, however, hie
skill, under Heaven, succeeded moat unexpectedly in reetoring.
Had Midahipman Gibson been drowned outright, and his

body bean drifted away by the strong and irregular currenta
into which be waa thrown by the mutineers, they would pro¬
bably have made good their eacape to the mines, aa the dis¬
covery would n »t have been made, nor would the pursuit have
been eo hot« neither would the officera of the squadron have
received that aid or aaaiatance from the citiiena in regard to
mart deserters which they gave to the apprehenaion of mur¬
derers.
Had ihe commander of the Pacific squadron, or the court-

martial which be convened, ahrunk from their duty and the
responsibility of executing the law in regard to these muti¬
neers, how many like cases of mutiny and murder as those
of the Wwren's launch and the Ewing'e boat would now
blacken in the annala of the Pacific squadron and the records
of the Navy Department! Notwithstanding their crime, the
highest in the naval code, and attended with all the aggrava¬
tions that are possible to it, theee men was not only allowed
but furnished every means of defence consistent with a fair
trial. The beat counsel in California was employed by me
to defend them, who conducted their defence with ell the re¬
sources of professional learning end ability. The question of
the jurisdiction of that court was fully argued, (the exact
question which it is now ettempted to bring before this court,
aa if one court-martial had any revising and appellate power
over the decisions of another oourt-martial,) and decided as it
always bad been before, end always afterwards, by all other
courts before which the question was raised. The sentence
of death was certified on the record ss adjudged by the ma¬
jority of two-thirds, which the law requires, and waaaubmitted
without a recommendation to mercy from a single member of
the court.thus conveying to me that every member of the
court was of opinion thst the sentence should be executed on
all the convicts. Nor did I receive from any source whatever
any recommendation to mercy, or application for a pardon,
except from Passed Midshipman Gibson, agaiuat whom the
mutiny waa committed, and who requeated the pardon of the
young man who pulled the bow-oar; and except, alao, from
the counael, who thought that aome diatinction might be made
between the two men who had pitched their officer overboard,
and the other three who etood by aiding and abetting, but
found it unneceeeary to add their handa to the work. I con-
feaa I had extreme difficulty in recognising the least legal or
moral diatinction in the guilt of the parties. But I hoped
that a partial execution of the eentence might be autficient for
the discipline of the aquadron, aod the eentence was confirmed
only in regard to the two ringleaders.

feel that I should pay bat an ill compliment to this court
if I were to offer further explanation to satisfy them of the
necessity end jnetice of the execution of the sentence. But I
may take occasion to add, and solemnly to affirm it, that I
have not yet beard, and do not believe that any msn in Cali¬
fornia, in the Pacific ocean, or in the navy, having a knowl¬
edge of the facta, haa ever questioned that the execution of
the mutineers was necessary, except the two lieutenants,
who aeized their opportunity to add tbia grave charge to
their own uofouoded personal complaints againat me.

3d. That I acted in pursuance of the instructions of the
Government. The treaty of peace found me exerciaing all
the powera of a commander of a aquadron on a foreign sta¬
tion, convening courts and executing their sentences. I con¬
tinued the exerciae of tbia power, reporting my proceedings
therein, aa in all other mattera, regularly and habitually to
the Government, and receiving no inatructiona to the contra¬
ry, ofcourae am presumed legally, and in fact, to have acted
with their concurrence and approbation. 80 far now, aa this
Government ia concerned they can make no complaint and
take no proceeding against me, being estopped by their own
silent concurrence and approbation ; and by every rule of
law, as well aa of equity, their subsequent consent waa equi-

k valent to a prcvioua order.for I have not, until these charges,
received any intimation that my official acts, which I waa

regularly reporting to them, were not in exact accordance
with my duty and authority and their wiabes.

But I waa not left to infer their approbation from any si¬
lent consent < it waa expresaly conveyed to me in instructions
from the Navy Department.

Iu July, 1648, I reported to Mr. Secretary Mason that I
was in pursuit of the mutineers and murderers who escsped
from the Warren's launch. I read to the court my entire re¬

port, aa followa :

[No. 22.1 " Flab-Shif Ohio, La Pax, Jolt 27, IMS.
.. Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith an extract of a

letter juat received from Lieut Commanding Joseph Lanman,
enclosing to me the copy of a letter from Passed Midshipman
S. E. Woodworth, disclosing the melancholy fate of the offi¬
cers in charge of the United States sloop Warren's launch, so

long miaaing, and which was supposed to have been acciden¬
tally lost in the bay ot'9an Francisco.
"Mr Woodworth's letter was received by Lieut L*nman

juat aa Governor Maaon was on the eve of setting out for the
gold region; so that, without exciting any suspicion, one of
the Warren's offioers was directed to accompany Governor
Maaon, for the purpoae of identifying any of the mutineers
who may be found among the gold washers, or elaewhere in
California.

" Should we be so fortunate at to lay hands on any of them,
with sufficient authority to convict them, the penaltrea of the
law will be promptly executed in the most exemplary man¬

ner, onleaa it may be necessary, after conviction, to send one

or more to the United States to identify others. . . .

.. Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
"TH08. AP C. JONES,

" Commander-in-chief Pacific Squadron.
M Hon. JoHic Y. Masoh, Secretary of the Navy."
To which report, in due time, and after my arrival at 8an

Francisco, I received an answer, dated February 15, ei-

pressing the approbation of the Government, and directing me
to bring them to trial. Herewith is the complete answer of
Mr. Secretary Maaon, of which I present to the court an au¬
thenticated copy, under seal of the Navy Department:

Navi Department, Kesri-AST 15, 1849.
Si* : Your despatch of the 27th of July, 1848, with its en-

cloaurea, respecting the fate of the offioers in charge of the
U. 8. sloop Warren's Launch, has been received, and your
courae in die matter is approved.
Meaaures are taken to apprehend the wretches who were

concerned in the horrid murder referred to, if they croes the
continent If you succeed in apprehending them, be pleaaed
to bring them to trial.

I am respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. Y. MASON.

Commodore Thomas Ar C. Joxkh,
Commanding U. 8. Squadron Pacific Ocean.

Again, in a report made at Monterey, November 1, 1848,
to the Hon. John Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy, I stated
as follows :

" I have had occaaion more than once, I am sorry to aay,
to apeak of the inaubordinate and unrulv disposition of a

few of the officers of this squadron, and particularly aa of
. . . .

. He has just been eonvicten a second time
by a naval jjeneral court martial . . . . Mr. H.
will be tried again as soon aa another court can be convened,"
kc. tec.
The letter from which these extracts are taken waa replied

to by the Secrdarv of the Navy in a letter addressed to me in
the following words, to wit :

Natt Department, March 1, 1849.
Sia : Yoar course respecting the officers referred to in your

despatch No. 35, of the 1st November, 1848, is approved.
You will be pleased to forward to the Department all ten¬

dered resigns! iona, keeping the officers to their duty until
your receive the answer of the Department.

1 sni, respectfully, your obedient aervant,
J. Y. MASON.

Com. Tuoa. ap C. Joweh,
Commanding U. S. Squadron, Pacific ocean.

Tbe original of tbia reply, aigned in the proper hand of
Mr. Maaon, is herewith offered to tbe court.
And on the 21st of November, 1848, from the fleg-ship

Ohio at 8an Francisco, I made the following report to the
Navy Department:

44 Passed midshipman , detached from this squadron
by sentence of a naval general court-martial, will return to
the United States in the ¦¦ I am s^rry to say that tbe
combined influence and example of... produced no less
than four trials rf officers of their grade , which charges
were severally proved, and the accuaed accordingly sentenced
in every case."

In a despatch from the Navy Department, dated March 1,
1849, I rectived from Mr. Secretary Mason the express as-

sursnce of hia "full confidence "

At length, on tbe I3U> of March, 1849, when tbe sutho-
rity which I had been exerciaing in regard to courts-martial
became questioned by some of tbe msubordinsie and arguing
young oAcera of the squadron, 1 reported to the Nsvy De-
psrtment, and applied f* instructions. Tbe following is tbe
portion of ray despatch which referred to this matter:
"There is another important question mooted in this squad¬

ron spon which I need your instructions : it is the right of the

commander e <t»e Pacific squadron to order courts-martial i 4
the ports of California, now a Territory of the United States.
I have no doubt upoa this subject myself, at least until the
laws of the United Stales are extended over this newly ac¬

quired Territory. The several and distinct courts, composed
of the senior and roost intelligent officers of the squadron,
have declared in favor of the right. Nevertheless, tome of
the younger officers deny it, and thereby produce doubts and
dissatisfaction on the minds of others. The sooner that ques¬
tion can be settled by executive or legislative action, the better
for the cause of law and order on tlua coast, and the diacipline
and harmony of the iquadron."
The reply of the Department »u m follows :

"Nati Diiiimrr, Jen 26, 1849.
. . . . . . . . .

" The question in relation to the right of the commander-
in-chief of the United States squadron in the Pacific to con¬
vene courts-martial has been submitted to the Attorney Gene¬
ral, whose opinion it is hoped will be received in season to be
sent by Passed Midshipman Bealet'il not, it will be for¬
warded by the first opportunity afterwards.
" I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

.. WM. BALLARD PRESTON.
" Commodore Tho*. Ar C. Jons,

Commanding U. S. Squadron, Pacific."
Thus still leaving me, till a contrary opinion from the Attor¬
ney General, which never came, to pursue the course I bad
before pursued with their concurrence and approbation, which
I distinctly informed them to be in accordance with my own
sense of doty and my understanding of the law, and that it
was my intention to continue so to act until otherwise instruct¬
ed. I never did receive any such instructions, and I there¬
fore did continue so to act
Now, if I erred as to the true law in thia matter, on whom

is the responsibility, either legal or moral' Is the legal re¬

sponsibility with me, or with the Government, whoee agent I
was, with whose knowledge and consent I acted, and whose
presumed and positive instructions I executed ? As to the
moral responsibility, let our relative situations be contrasted.
I, on a remote sea, engaged in an arduous service, encom¬

passed with unexampled embarrassments and difficulties, far
from bome and all reliable sources of information and legal
advice; the Government, on the other band, surrounded with
all the means and facilities for a sound, aure, and prompt
judgment which the laws and institutions of our country
could afford Can the Government, even in the last strait or
embarrassment of this matter, decline their advice and with¬
hold their instructions, and throw upon me the responsibility
of a decision and action ? Can the Government now, which
allowed, and approved, and instructed me, in the first instance,
and which to the last withheld from me any instructions of a

contrary nilare, bold me responsible, and pursue me crimi¬
nally, and at the hazard of my character, and even life, for
what I did in tbeir service, and with their consent, and by
their instructions ?

Would not this b« a perfidy without an example from the
Government of any civilised nation ' Would not the epithets
of "fraudulent" and " scandalous," and *'against truth,
andfaith, and honor" so lavishly and unjustly applied to
my conduct in the profuse and redundant rhetoric of these
charges, much more fairly characterize, in the judgments of
all honorable men, the conduct of the Government which
would eo entrap and betray a faithful servant > I am far from
applying these epithets to this Government, or any of its offi¬
cers ; I am far from thinking them merited; nor would I aeek
to retort or reply to these charges otherwise than by a piompt
and complete judicial vindication of my integrity and conduct.
The misfortune of the Department, and one cauae of tbe ex¬

traordinary injustice towards me in this matter, is the want of
a proper official organisation, from which I have had to report
to no less than three heads of the Navy Department in a brief
period of as many years. A Secretary is not informed of the
official actions and decisions of his predecessor; and for my
faithful execution of the orders of one Secretary, I am thrown
into arrest and sent to a court-martial by his successor. But
of these these things, and of others that are behind, I make
no complaint. I might have expected that age, services,
official rank, and professional character, would have shielded
me from aorne of the imputationa which have been levelled
againat me. I might have expected, looking back on my
past life, to have stood before the Navy Department, and, if
it should so happen to come before a court-martial of my
peers, with some of the presumptions in favor of a good char¬
acter and a fair life, I might have expected that in those parts
of my official conduct where a good motive appeared, a good
motive might be imputed. 1 might have expected that,
even in an unsettled account current, an apparent error of a
few dollars, to which my attention was never called until I
saw it in one of the specifications just read, would pass for an
srror merely, and would neither be auspected nor imputed for
a " fraud " and a " falsehood." But I make no complaints,
and proceed to tbe fourth ground of excep'ion, to wit:

That if I erred in the law, and my authority to convene
courts martial and execute their sentences, it was not an

offence of which this court can take jurisdiction. It is ob¬
vious and unquestionable, from tbe naval articles herein before
cited, that my lawful authority for these acts turns wholly on
the fact whether I was acting within or out of tbe United
8tates. Now, if I was within the United States, and took the
lives of these men without any authority of law for my pro¬
ceedings, the act was murder. But of that crime this court
has no jurisdiction, becausr, says tbe 21st article of war,
"the crime or murder, when committed by an officer, seaman,
or marine belonging to any public ship or vessel ofthe United
8tates, without the territorial jurisdiction of the same, maybe punished with death by tbe sentence of a court-martial:
and no other article gives a court-martial jnriadiction in mur¬
der within the United States which the Slst article withholds
and denies.

It is true the charge is here laid as " oppression," but the
specification makes it murder.

Oppression is an undefined crime, recognised by the third
navy article.styled oppresaion, but not defined in that article
or elsewhere in our written law. A court-martial is left to
gather tbe definition from the usage of the sea service, as in
all other offences not defined by the act, or by any express
law ; but this pewer to ascertain the definition of the offences
is merely a part of the judicial power of all courts to ascertain
the meaning of the general and ambiguous terms of statutes.
It is not a legislative power to fix an arbitrary meaning, to
create a new meaning, or extend an old meaning < still less
so to extend it ss to invade and override the rest of the cri
minal law, and under pretence of defining one crime to con¬
found all crimes. Because oppression is not defined, it does
not follow that other crimes are to lose tbeir distinct and long-
established and well settled definitions. Murder is still mur¬
der, and is not to be confounded with oppression or cruelty.
On all these grounds I pray tbe court to dismiss and quash

tbe tbird specification to the fifth charge as null and void.
To all the other matters and charges which affect my inte¬

grity and honor I make no exoeptions, and desire only a full
and fair trial on the merits.

THOMA8 AP C. J0NE8,
Late Commander of the Pacific Squadron.

WASMKe-roir, December 17, I860.

Decision of the Court in regard to Plea.
The third specification of the fifih charge assumes that at

the times therein stated the accused, then being in command
of the United States naval forces in the Pacific ocean, was not
invested with tbe power conferred by the 30th and 41st arti¬
cles of the act of Congress entitled "An act for tbe better
government of the navy of the United States," approved 10th
May, 1800.
The specification does not seek to inquire into the facts

upon which the proceedings therein referred to were based,
but denies the authority of the accused in the premises, and
chargea him with tbe acts imputed to him as sets of oppres¬
sion. for which be bed no warrant or authority of law.
The question, therefore, which this court is called upon to

decide is, whether tbe accused bad such warrant and authority
of law or not f

It* solution must depend upon tbe true construction of the
articles above cited.
The court is of opinion that, upon tbe true construction of

those articles, th» accused was invested with the power and
authority of a " commander of a squadron while acting out
of the United Statts," and might lawfully convene the courts,
and carry into execution the sentences referred to in this spe-
cification.
The court Is further of opinion that tbe only facts specially

charged in said specification amount to a charge of murder.
The infliction of the punishment of death therein specified is
charged to have been unlawful, because inflcted within the
United States without the authority of tbe President. But
if it was so inflicted, then it is murder committed within tbe
territorial jurisdiction of the United States, and i« not cognis¬
able by this court.
The court, therefore, without inquiring into the matters of

fact alleged by way of justification, (which do not apply to an

objection to the face of the charges, and, if important, would
regularly be the subject of proof upun t he trial,) allows the
exception of the third specification of the fifth charge, and
orders the same to be quashed.
The court remsrks that it finds nothing in the frame or

language of tbe charges to justify the criticism which has been
made upon them, especially as the language used is tbe lan¬
guage of tbe law. Offences can only be charged in appro¬
priate language. But tbe court is to be influenced not by
language of charge*, but the facts which may be proved in
support of them.
The plea of not guilty is received and entered to tbe ro-

maining charges and specifications.
IMPORTANT BOOK AGENCY.

A GRAY, Seventh street, opposite Odd Fellows' Hall,
. keepa on aale, at New York prices, the entire publica¬

tions of Robert Carter k Brothera, the American Tract So¬
ciety, Methodiat Book Concern, and other Religious Houses.
Among the publications ot the Meaara. Carters are.

Baxter's, Bridges', Butler's, Blunt'a, Bunyan'a, Cecil's,
Chalmers's, Rev. John A. Clark's, Cowper*», D'Aubigne's,Dick's, bodridge's, Duncan's, Hamilton's, Hawker's, Her-
vey's, Henry's, Jay's, Kitto'a, Kruaaacher'a, Lowrse'a, Old
Humphrie'a, Palej'a, Paacal's, Philips's, Pollock's, Rich¬
mond's, Sijourney's, Jane Taylor'a, Wilber force's, Wilson's,
and Young's works, and many other new and juvenile works,
makirg one of the best selections ot books any where offered
for aale. nov 19.3w

BOOKS PUBLISHED AND IN PHI
By Charles C. Little * Jamea Brown,

UNITED STATES STATUTES at Lane, «ol. Will«
be pubhahed on the lit of April next " The Statute* at

Large and Treatiea of the United State* of America, vol. 9,'"
eompruing all the legialatiop of the Confess of the United
Ststealrom 1846 to 1*51. iAcluaive, royftTsvo., about 1,100

.Tk; ,rlee $S,40»in "uperior law binding. »

l nia volume u a continuation of the Sututea at Lane in I
?ol*., pubhahed by authority of Congreaa infM5-'6.
>t i ®7noP!ie*1 lndex to the United Sutea Sututea

i
tho* of the 31 at Congreaa, prepared un-

re'LuV^h°!k Sc.TC' ""d to h* publfahed agreeably to*
6 efJUu't honorabk body, royal 8vo.

evrrv'.mn, .V «.ref<;r' titka> t0 «¦* Uw-

,h*,ho"u* o°

Juat publiahed, Domat (M.) Civil Law in it* Natural Order

IW?Com° fl'% S";S,r"hM' L L-D -Advoeate in
Doctor* Common*. Edited, from the aeeond London Edi-

Sc^* «?'r pi Cu,1,i,'f; !*tc one of the Judgea in
the Court ol Common Pleaa, now Lecturer on Civil andPar-
liamenury Law in Harvard Univeraity. In 8 vola royal 8vo.
Among the writer, on the Roman Law whoae worka are

Merttd°iha t0 i *nd American '»wy«ra, and which have
exerted the moat influence upon ourjuriaprudenee, ia Domat.
whoae work, entitled 'I he Civil Law in it* Natural Order "

.aya Judge Story, (Preface to Bailmenta,) "cooaiderin* the
age and the circumsUncea in which it waa written, ia a truly
wonderful performance. Hia method ia excellent, and his
matter clear, exact, and comprehenaive."
The object of the author, in thia learned production, wma to

diaembarraaa thoae ol the principlea and proviaiona of the Bo-
man law which are of general intereat and application, from

mm. ?! ? .*¦ % »y«e«n, *nd, by nreaenting them in a
natural and acientific method, to render them more intelligi¬
ble, and their atuinment more uaeful and agreeable: and.
though the work waa particularly intended for and adapted to
the r rencli juriaprudenae of the age, it ia not leaa applicable
to every ayatem of law of which the Koman code ia either a
part, or in which it ia recogniaed aa a body of written reaaoo.
Heaidea the general claima which the work thua poaaeaaea to
the attention ol the American lawyer, Domat haa a peculiar
intereat in thoae of the State. whoJ le^al inatitutiona « dH
ri IJin-T 50. lho* of F, anee <* Spain, and are thua
founded in the Koman law.

r?,WU ]*ve indeed . belief on the part of the pub-liahera that , modern edition of thia celebrated work would
be acceptable to the profeaaion, and have led them to enrare in
a republication of the Engliah tranalation of it by Dr. Strahan.

Frotn Hon. Judge Euilit, Chief Juttice of the State of
Louisiana.

r.ik* Bfno«i»«,OcToaiili, iua.
«f tk ^ * fi: Ve 5"nnned lhe »heeta of the tranalation
of the admirable work of Domat on the Civil L»w which you
have been kind enough to aend me. You will have rendered

of Uw bJ ,he l»«»>>'cation. The
form of the Engliah edition of the tranalation waa too large
and inconvenient; and ita acarcitv and high price prevented
it* general uae in thia country. The preaent publication, from
ita form, it* atyle of execution, and moderate price, I think,
eannot fail in remunerating you. The tranalation by Mr.
Strahan haa been teated ; it ia in the maiu correct, but will be
improved under the reviaion of the editor, Judge Cuahinr.

In aearehing for a aolution ol the apparently new queationa
ariaing out of the varioua reUtiona which our advance in civi¬
lization ia creating, and in judgment of thoae reforma ofthe law
which are in progreaa in different parta of the United Sutea
the value of the civil law will be appreciated aa it cornea to be
underatood. It cannot be otherwiae with a ayatem of written
reaaon which for centunea governed the moat wonderful ao-
cial organization that the world haa ever witneaaed, and which
"jr .

b"M thejuriaprudence of oontinenul Europe,
and of a large portion of that of England and the United
States.

It would be quite uaeleaa for me to apeak of the raerita of
the great work which your enterpriae ia about to give to the
American public. From the iaolated poaition which the civil
law haa been permitted to occupy in England, few of the
atandard worka concerning it have been tranalated into Eng.
Iiah, and thia want haa not been aupplied by the original Enr-
jiah treatiaea on that auhjest I have no doubt that in
Louialana, in Texas, in Calilornia, and in the new Terri-

.7ieil ° C Su,te*> ** well in Lower Canada, there
will be a ready demand for your publication. The profe*-
aion throughout the Union will readily lend their favor to the
undertaking; and I truat that your enterpriaing houae will
find ita intereat in publiahing, from time to time, in the Soe-
hah language, auch other atandard worka aa will form the
baaia of a civil law library.

I remain, gentlemen, very reapeettullv, your obedient
,ei71"nt» ,

GEORGE EUSTIS.
Meaara. Little k Bbowit.

From J)Ifred llennen, E»q., of the JVew Orlean* Bar.
Bomtok, SirrEMBKR 6. 1850.

Meaara. Lrrrn k Blows.Gxhtlxmbk : 1 am much pleas¬
ed to learn that you are engaged in publiahing a reviaed edi¬
tion of Strahan'a tranalation of Domat on Civil Law. No
work in the Engliah language on the aame aubjeet ia to be
compared with it for the tulueaa and correctneaa of the doc¬
trine conveyed throughout it.
From the time of iu publication up to the preaent, it haa re-

leived the approbation of the moat learned men and Uwyer*
in every country, and very deaervedly. The compilera ot the
Lode Napoleon drew conioualy from it for their work. Na¬
poleon himaelf atudied it Boat carefully in early life, which
may account lor the aingolar acuteneaa and wiadom of hia ob-
aenrationa and deeiaiooa during the diacuaaiona on the adop-
tion of hia code. Domat ahould, and I hope will be, found in
the library of every American lawyer.

Your obedient aervant, Altbkd Hxmrsir.

REPORTS OF CASES argued and determined in the Cir¬
cuit Court of the United Statea for the firnt circuit from 1118
to 1851,aa foliowa :

GallUon'i Report!..Reporta of Caaea argued and deter¬
mined in the Circuit Court of the United Statea for the firat
circuit from 18|8 to 1815. Second edition, with additional
Notea and Keterencea, 8 vola. 8vo. Boston, 1835.
" I ahould omit doingjuatiee to my own feelings, aa well aa

to the cauae of truth, it I were not to aeleet the deci.iona in
balliaon^i and Maaon'a Reporta aa apecimena of preeminent
merit. They may iairly be placed upon a level with the beat
productiona of the Engliah Admiralty lor deep and -Curate
learning aa well aa for the highest ability and wiadom in deei.
aion.".3 Kent, 80 5 (8) 587.
Maaon, (William P.) Reporta of Casea in the Circuit Conrt

of the United Stetea for the Firat Circuit, from 1816 to 1830
5 vola. 8 vo.
"Theae Reporta comprise the Peeiaions of Mr. Juatiee

Story, ou the Firat Circuit of the United Statea, and follow in
order after Mr. Galliaon'a Reporta, The Deeiaiooa relate to
a great variety of aubjecta.Conatitutional, Admiralty, Per-
aonal, and Heal Law, and Chancery, and are characterized by
the profound learning, acuteneaa, and thoroughneaa of reaeareh
which are auch eminent traits of their suthor. They will bear a
favorable compariaon, in point of learning and practical utility,
with the beat volumea of the Engliah Reporta."

Sumner'* Report*..Sumner, (Charlea,) Reporta of Caaea
argued and determined in the Circuit Court of the United
State* fur the Firat Circuit 3 vola. 8vo.
" Theae volumea contain the deciaiona of Mr. Juatiee Story

and form a continuuion to the aeriea of Galliaon and Maaon.'
The deciaiona in the preaent volumea relate particularly to

queationa of Equity and Admiralty, and arc of great practical
value."

Story'* Report*..Story, (William W.,) Reporta of Cases
argued and determined in the Circuit Cuurt of the United
Sutea for the Firat Circuit 3 vola. 8vo.

*' Theae volumea form a continuation to the aeriea of Galli¬
aon, Maaon, and Sumner. They contain the laat opinioo ever
pronounced by Mr. Jnatice Story, who died while the laat
opinion in the third volume waa yet undelivered."
Woodbury (Chaa. L.) and Mioot, (George,) Reporta or

Caaea argued and determined in the Circuit Court of the
United Sutea tor the Firat Circuit. Vola. I and 8
" Theae volumea contain the Deciaiona of the Hon. Levi

Woodbuiy, appointed to aucceed Mr. Story aa Aaaiatant Jus¬
tice for the Firat Diatrict"
Vol. 3, in prea*.
Howard1* Supreme Court Report* .Howard, (Reniamirt

C.) Reporta ot Caaea argued and adjudged hi the Supreme
Court of the United Statea. Vola. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.

. T.ht,c "e|K!rtl fo,low Petera'a, and with thoae Reporta, and
Dallas, Crunch, and Wheaton'i, comprise all the decisions of
the highest C art known to our Law.

Story on thfComtitution, compriaing the Constitutional
Mi*torr of the United Sutea, anew edition in8 vola. 8vo
10" In pre**, will be ready in March. dee 85.3t

BA1/T1MOKA6 UrK ID8UKAMCK UUNPA8I.
No. 15 Soctm Stbzkt.

JOHN I. DONALDSON, Puaiairt.
COMPANY proposea to inaure lives roroueor

more years, or tor fife, at the axoucio ratea specified in
uW«. ^'"8 "Jow aa aafety to the aaaured and

«i«v.^,U^%.W?1,d ,Utt,fl.; with..lhe>e »»»« aaaured
eiyoya the benefit of an imme,bute u, lieu of a proactive am

ZT^L^l .k' n*her*

Insurance on X-lres on every Hundred Dollars.
Age One year. Seven years. For life.

9i 6$
*5 1.07 1.90

I 37 8.53
*5L65 1.78 3.47

603.« 4.31 6.68
Intermediate agea at nroportionate ratea, and the*e preroi-

nma may be made payable annually, a emi-annually, or quar¬
terly, at the option of the aaaured.
""/.and aells Annuities.
Sell* Endowment* for children.
Makea Contracta in which life or the intereat ol money is

involved. RICHARD B. DORSEY, SscreUry.

OHARLES W. PAIRO Agent for the Baltimore Life In-
uraneeCompany, would sail public attention to the reduoed
rates of premium now charged. All Premium* or PolisieaSn
the Diatriet to be paid at hia office, corner ofPandl5tb
atreeta, wliere application* tor new politic* can be made,
mar I.tt

NNUAU* Ft>H GIFT*, Ml, ANu JUfK-
nile Book* can, be lound in the greateat profuwon and

varietyat TAYLOR k MAURY'S,
Bookatore, near 9th a:reet.

Friendship'* Offering ; The Garland ; The Chriatmaa Tri¬
bute { The Snow Flake ; The Ladiea' Gift } llie Engliah
Book of Beauty, The Irving Offering { The American Keep-
aake; The Gem of the Seaaon ; The Gift of Friendahin .

The Iria.
v '

Beautiful Biblea and Prayer Booka, with many other illna-
trated worka for preaenta. ^


